Monthlv Stormwater Tip

“Running off” to the beach

The month of June signals the end of the school year and the start of the official beach season.
Many in our community spend at least some time at the beach. Unfortunately, there are times
when a itip to the beach is matred by a beach closure. The most common reason that beaches ars
closed inthe summer 1s the presence of higher-than-normal levels of bacteria, which can be
caused by many fectors, Orie of those factors is stormwater pollution.

When stormwater hits the pavement, it picks up and mixes with what’s there. That might
include:

o o, prease, and autometive fluids;

» fertilizer and pesticides from gardens and homes;

» bacteria from pet waste and improperly maintained septic systemsi

« soap fiom carwashing;

s debris and Iitter.

Many people assume that-stormwatér flows down storm drains and then to a treatment facility.
That. ‘is nol; the case. Stormwater flows into storm drains and then flows directly into local

‘watei's, mcludlng the ogean. Do youl part to prevent stormwater pollutlcm Do not put anythmcr
down a storm drain; cleefn up aftel your pet; take your car o a car wa.‘,h instead of washing at
home and mihimize vse of fertilizers and pesticides.
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